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The Netherlands, 26-04-2010
-Sporeforming probiotic CALSPORIN® receives EU-approval for use in piglets-
Orffa is pleased to announce that the sporeforming probiotic CALSPORIN® (Bacillus subtilis C-3102) has been registered by European Commission for use in piglets with a minimal dosage of only 30 ppm. No maximum dosage is applicable, since the probiotic has earlier gained the status as Qualified Presumption of Safety by the EU. The product can be used from weaning till approximately 35 kg of age. CALSPORIN® has shown good efficacy resulting in an increased growth with lower feed conversion ratio. The low dosage at which CALSPORIN® is active, makes is extremely competitive to currenlty allowed probiotics for piglets within the EU. CALSPORIN® was already registered by European Commission for use in chickens for fattening since late 2006. In 2008, after new trials clearly indicated that similar positive effects could also be obtained with a lower dosage, CALSPORIN® was also approved at 50 ppm for broiler chickens. 
CALSPORIN® is a highly concentrated probiotic that contains viable spores of Bacillus subtilis C-3102. CALSPORIN® therefore differentiates from many other probiotics since it is heat stable and compatible with coccidiostats, organic acids and antibiotics for therapeutic use. When CALSPORIN® enters the gut it consumes oxygen and produces an amount of enzymes, leading to a favorable environment for beneficial bacteria (Lactic acid producing bacteria or LAB’s). LAB’s will colonize the gut wall and block adhesion receptors. Besides, these bacteria produce lactic acid which decreases pH in the gut. This combination of competitive exclusion and lower pH reduces negative effects of harmful bacteria such as Salmonella, E. Coli, Campylobacter and Clostridium in broiler chickens. 

In relation to piglets, Bacillus subtilis has been reported in scientific publications to be active against porcine specific Clostridium, E.Coli K88, E.Coli K99, Salmonella typhimurium, Brachyspira and Staphylococcus aureus in either in vitro or in vivo trials. A more stable gut environment results in a strong improvement of feed conversion ratio and a higher average daily gain. The latter two, being the main economic drivers for using of CALSPORIN® in piglets diets. 
Many years of experiences in the Asian and American animal feed industry has lead to extended knowledge and possibilities for application in piglets. Latest trial results with CALSPORIN® in piglets have already been published, for instance at 60th annual meeting of European Association Animal Production (Barcelona, 2009), 4th meeting of Asian Pig Veterinary Society (Tsukuba, 2009) and accepted for 21st Symposium of International Pig Veterinary Society (Vancouver, 2010). 
By this approval for usage in piglets, the position of CALSPORIN® in the EU-market will be strengthened. New registrations are already applied for and others in preparation.  CALSPORIN®, manufactured in Japan by Calpis, is being exclusively sold and marketed in the EU by Orffa.

CALSPORIN® is a registered trademark of Calpis Co.,Ltd., Japan

